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This little girl who met the bookmobi 
in Washington County couldn’t 
to go through the usual procedure 
checking out a book. 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


REVISED CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 


The Constitution and By-Laws Com- 
mittee asks each Association member 
to study the following proposed revis- 
ions in the constitution and by-laws of 
the Mississippi Library Association; 
compare them with the present rules 
which may be found on pages 83 and 
84 of the September, 1955 issue of 
MLN, and come to the October meeting 
prepared to vote on the changes. 


The major revisions provide for mak- 
ing two offices out of the secretary- 
treasurer’s position; allow the forma- 
tion of sections within the Association; 
change the fiscal year to coincide with 
the calendar year; and allow the dues 
to be changed at annual meetings of 
the Association. The other proposed 
changes primarily clarify the wording 
and the intent of the membership. 


The suggested changes and additions 
are set in italics for your convenience 
and ease in comparing them with the 
present constitution and by-laws. If 
you are wondering what has happened 
to all the amendments on page 84 (Sep- 
tember issue), they have been studied 
and the amended sections are in their 
proper places as finally amended. We 
see no point in requiring the member- 
ship to wade through a mass of super- 
seded material. 
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If further revisions of the MLA con- 
stitution are necessary in order to gain 
our status as a chapter of ALA, the 
Committee will make them and send 
copies of such revisions to each MLA 
member one month before the MLA 
Convention in October. 


CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 
OF THE MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION 
1949 


CONSTITUTION 


ARTICLE I 
Name 
The name of this organization shall 
be the Mississippi Library Association. 
ARTICLE II 
Object 
The object of this organization shall 
be the establishment and development 
of effective library service in Missis- 
sippi. 
ARTICLE III 
Officers 


The officers of the Association shall 
be a president, a vice-president, a secre- 
tary, and a treasurer. 
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ARTICLE IV 
Meetings 

Section 1. There shall be an annual 
meeting of the Association at such time 
and place as may be determined by the 
Executive Board. 

Section 2. The Executive Board may 
make provisions for district meetings 
when they are deemed advisable. 

Section 3. Special meetings of the 
Association may be called by the Exec- 
utive Board and shall be called by the 
President on written request of 10% 
of the membership of the Association. 
At least one month’s notice of such 
special meeting shall be given, and 
only business specified in the call may 
be transacted at the meeting. 


ARTICLE V 
Sections 

Section 1. Sections of the Association 
may be organized as provided in the 
by-laws. 

Section 2. Each section shall repre- 
sent a field of activity in general dis- 
tinct from that of other sections. 


ARTICLE VI 
Amendments 


This constitution may be amended 
at any regular meeting of the Associa- 
tion by a 2/3 vote of those members 
present and voting, provided the pro- 
posed amendment shall have been pub- 
lished in the official organ of the 
Association in an issue prior to the 
meeting and during the same fiscal 
year, or provided that the proposed 
amendment shall have been sent to 
each member of the Association at 
least one month before its adoption. 


BY-LAWS 


ARTICLE I 
Officers and government 
Section 1. The officers shall be elect- 
ed at regular meetings of the Associa- 
tion in alternate years. They shall take 
office on the following January first 
and shall serve for a period of two 
calendar years, or until their sucessors 
are chosen. In case of a vacancy in any 
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office except that of president, th 






, ti 
Executive Board shall designate some. Byes 
one to discharge the duties of the office sppoin 





for the duration of the unexpired term 






Section 2. The president shall be th® 
representative head of the Association 
In case of his death, resignation, o; 
inability to serve, the vice-presiden 
shall become president for the remain. 
der of the term. 










Section 3. The secretary shall keep 
a record of the attendance and proceed- 
ings of each meeting of the Association 
and of the Executive Board. 








Section 4. The treasurer shall collect 
membership dues, record all receipt; 
and disbursements, and pay all bills 
on approval of the president. He shall 
make two reports—one at the annual 
meeting of the Association, and a second 
covering the fiscal year which shall be 













The 
published in the official organ of the =e 
Association. ne 

Section 5. The fiscal year shall be- The 
gin January first and end on December eomm 





31st of each year. 





Section 6. The Executive Board shall 
consist of the president, the vice-presi- 
dent, the secretary, the treasurer, the 
immediate past president of the Associ- 
ation, and the Director of the Mississip- 
pi Library Commission. The business 
of the Association, except as otherwise 
provided in the constitution and by- 
laws, shall be vested in the Executive 
Board, but the Association may, by a 
2/3 vote of those members present and 
voting, override or reverse the action 
of the Executive Board, or give manda- 
tory instructions. 













The Executive Board shall be res- 
ponsible for the programs for all meet- 
ings of the Association and shall super- 
vise the presentation and printing of 
papers and reports. 









Section 7. Members of the Execu- 
tive Board may be reimbursed for 
actual expenses incurred in attending 
business sessions of the Executive Board 
and the annual meeting. 
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Section 8. Following each election 
of officers, the Executive Board shall 
appoint standing committees as follows: 

(a) Constitution and by-laws 
(b) Legislative 

(c) Membership 

(d) Standards for libraries 
(e) Publicity 

(f) Scholarship 

(g) Nominating 


Other standing committees may be 
added at the discretion of the Executive 
Board. 


The members of all standing commit- 
tees Shall serve for a period of two 
vears, their first year of service co- 
inciding with the second year of ser- 
vice of the president, and their second 
year of service coinciding with the first 
year of service of the succeeding presi- 
dent. 


The president shall, from time to 
time, appoint such special committees 
3s may be necessary. 


The president may fill vacancies in 
ommittees as the need arises. 


At the discretion of the Executive 
Board, committee members may be re- 
mbursed for actual expenses incurred 
n attending committee meetings. 


ARTICLE II 


Quorum 
Ten percent of the membership shall 
onstitute a quorum for the transaction 
f the business of the Association. 


ARTICLE III 


Dues 


Section 1. The annual dues may be 
et or changed at any annual meeting 
ya 2/3 vote of those members present 
nd voting. Any such change to take 
ffect in the following calendar year, 
he amount becoming due and payable 
nadvance in January. Honorary and 
fe members shall be exempt from 
ayment of dues. 


Section 2. Only those individuals 
tnd institutions and organizations pay- 
ng dues in the calendar year in which 
he annual meeting is being held and 
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life members shall be considered as 
members of the Association. 


ARTICLE IV 


Life Members 
On nomination by the Executive 
Board, life members may be elected at 
any regular meeting of the Association. 


ARTICLE V 


Sections 


Section 1. The Executive Board may 
authorize the organization as a section 
of any group of Association members 
who are interested in the same general 
field of activity. 


Section 2. Each section shall elect 
a chairman and such other officers as 
it deems necessary. These officers shall 
be elected at regular meetings of the 
Association and their terms of office 
shall coincide with those of the officers 
of the Association. 


Section 3. Section officers shall per- 
form the duties pertaining to their re- 
spective offices. A report of the annual 
meeting of each section shall be filed 
with the secretary of the Association 
before the end of the fiscal year. 


ARTICLE VI 


Suspension of by-laws 
These by-laws may be suspended in 
case of emergency by unanimous vote 
of all those members present at a regu- 
lar meeting at which a quorum is pres- 
ent. 


ARTICLE VII 
Amendment of by-laws 


These by-laws may be amended at 
any regular meeting of the Association 
by a 2/3 vote of those members present 
and voting, provided the proposed 
amendment shall have been published 
in the official organ of the Association 
in an issue prior to the meeting and 
during the same fiscal year, or provided 
that the proposed amendment shall 
have been sent to each member of the 
Association at least one month before 
its adoption. 
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THE PRESIDENT'S PAGE 


Of particular interest to school librarians 
attending the ALA Convention in Miami was 
a panel discussion at a luncheon meeting. 
Subject for discussion was “Blueprint for 
School Libraries.” A workshop on binding 
and three sessions devoted to storytelling 
interested all of us. Mary Gould Davis, Ruth 
Sawyer, Frances Clarke Sayers, and Gudrun 
Thorne-Thomsen were there. This is only a 
sampling of the program. There will be more 
in the September issue of MLN. 


We are having workshops and panel 
discussions and luncheon speeches at our 
own convention in October. The workshop 
will be for public librarians and will be held 
all day Thursday, October 25. Julia Bennett 
of the ALA Washington office will be the 
consultant. The topic of the workshop will 
be related to the outcome of the Library 

Services Bill. The panel discussion will cen- 

ter around bookbinding. There will be li- 

MARY LOVE brarians as questioners and people in the 

publishing industry on the answering side. 

If you have any questions for this program, 

send them in. The luncheon will highlight trustees of libraries. The speaker for 
this occasion has not been secured yet, but we have a good one in mind. 


Our state association has not been redesignated as a chapter of ALA. We have 
not received any correspondence explaining the reason for this, but it is almost 
sure to be because of some phase of our constitution. The MLA Constitution 
Committee has already made considerable revision of our constitution for other 
reasons. They can incorporate later any changes which may be necessary from 
the ALA point of view. The information concerning our status with ALA will 
be available at the Miami Convention, I am sure. 


There was a meeting of the Recruiting Committee and three members of 
the MLA Executive Board at the Jackson Municipal Library on Saturday morning, 
May 19. Plans of procedure for a definite program of recruiting for librarians 
was drawn up. With the cooperation of all librarians it will be a fairly easy 
matter for these plans to become a working program. At the convention in 
October, each librarian will be given a list of things to do and methods of 
procedure to follow in order to implement these plans. We hope this works out! 
Incidentally, if you have any suggestions, the committee chairman, Mrs. S. F. 
Magee, Monticello, will be glad to hear from you. 


Mark the dates October 25, 26, and 27 on your calendar. These are the dates 
of our MLA Convention at the Edwards Hotel in Jackson. 


Mary Love, President 
Mississippi Library Association 
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Keeping up with the Joneses 

Comparisons are odious — some of 
them, that is. But this one is not. It is 
just challenging. 

The Louisiana Library Association 
has 758 members. The Mississippi Li- 
brary Association has 410. 

How about trying to keep up with 
the rest of the neighborhood? 


Living Beyond Our Means 

If you think that you have budget 
trouble, you should see the scrambled 
state of MLA’s budget! 

During the 1955 fiscal year, the Asso- 
ciation voted to pay for a total of 
$1,850.00 worth of expenses. This in- 
cluded a scholarship fund, joint publi- 
cation of MLN, expenses of officers and 
executive board members at authorized 
meetings, equipment and supplies, etc. 

Now hear this! During the 1955 fiscal 
year, the total moneys collected (not 
including exhibitors fees, etc. used to 
defray expenses of convention) by the 
Association was $481.80. 

Could you come out with a balanced 
budget? 





FLASH! 


The Library Services Bill passed the 
Senate by unanimous consent on June 6. 


Conventions are Costly 

Those of us who saw the 1955 MLA 
Convention only while we were there 
and did not participate in its planning 
will probably get a mild shock to learn 
that even a small convention such as 
ours is expensive. It’s just another 
example of the theory that you don’t 
get something for nothing—or, at least, 
not something good for nothing. 

Just about everything about a con- 
vention costs money except the poor, 
overworked librarians whose labors of 
love go into the planning and executing 
of it—speakers, supplies, postage, inci- 
dentals, hotels. 

Our MLA 1955 Convention in Biloxi 
was reported far and wide to have been 
one of our best. It cost $1,426.45 to 
swing it. 

Yep, meetings mean money. Ask the 
fellow who plans one! 





The Caldecott Medal Award for 1955 
was awarded to Feodor Rojankovsky 
for his gay, colorful illustration of Frog 
Went A-Courtin’, by John Lankstaff. 
The 1955 Newberry Award was given 
to Jean Lee Latham for Carry On, Mr. 
Bowditch. 








THE 
TUCKER PRINTING HOUSE 


“GENUINE COPPER PLATE ENGRAVERS” 
OFFICE SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT 
113 No. State St. 


Jackson Opp. Old Capitol 
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LIBRARY COMMISSION 


We Come and Go 

Lucy Alston, Supervisor of Circula- 
tion, left the Commission staff on May 
1 for a position in the office of Senator 
Eastland in Washington. 

Louise Dodd, also of the Circulation 
Department, resigmed in June to be 
married. 

And to continue with circulation, 
Dorolyn Matthews, a library science 
major at Mississippi Southern, will be 
in the Circulation Department this sum- 
mer. Dorolyn worked at the Commis- 
sion last summer. 

Eunice Eley will soon be 
More about that later. 

Barbara Ricketts, who has been a 
floating typist in several departments, 
accepted another position at the end of 
June. 


leaving. 


The Welcome Mat 

Recent visitors to the Commission in- 
clude Mrs. Mildred S. Thomas, formerly 
of Leland but now of Austin, Texas; 
Mrs. C. C. McDonald of Bay St. Louis; 
Mrs. Eugenia Hudson of Olive Branch; 
Dan Kelly of Greenwood; H. E. Lucy, 
Columbia Training School; and numbers 
of school classes. And, of course, librar- 
ians too numerous to mention. 





FLASH! 


The Library Services Bill passed the 
Senate by unanimous consent on June 6. 


44 


They Went Thataway 

Commission Director Lura Currier 
went to D. C. in ear!y May at the re- 
quest of Congressman Bill Colmer of 
Pascagoula. The purpose of the trip 
was a selling job on libraries to several 
members of the House whose support 
of the Library Services Bill could be 
said to be a little less than enthusiastic 

Kay Cooley and Bob Wood did the 
honors for Mississippi at the Louisiana 
Library Association in March. 

Off to Miami went Lura Currier, Lelia 
B. Clark, Martha Couty and Kay Cooley 
for the annual meeting of the American 
Library Association. 

Eunice Eley and Lura Currier attend- 
ed the meeting of the Mississippi Divis- 
ion of the American Association of 
University Women in Meridian May 
4-5. Lura outlined the work of the Mis- 
sissippi Library Commission at one of 
the meetings. 

AAUW Legislative Chairman, Mrs 
W. D. Kennedy of Meridian, included 
in her report the support of measures 
to provide and improve library service 

In giving the resolutions, Dr. Dorothy 
Dickens of State College, the incoming 
president, mentioned the need for sup- 
port of libraries. 


Program Notes 

Lelia B. Clark led a discussion group 
at ALA in Miami, and Lura Currier 
made a speech to the Junior Members 
Round Table. 

“Another Day Older and Deeper in 
Debt” was the subject of Lura Currier’s 
speech at the New Mexico Library As- 
sociation in April. 
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THE DIRECTOR'S PAGE 


FINANCIALLY SPEAKING 

The first session of the new Legisla- 
ture is over and the ink is dry enough 
on the financial picture to permit com- 
plete examination. 

The current biennium closes July 
first, so the monetary facts of life 
emerge simultaneously with this issue 
of MLN. What is the library situation, 
as regards the Library Commission, in 
dollars and cents for the period from 
July 1, 1956 to July 1, 1958? 

The progress of the Library Com- 
mission’s budget through the channels 
of the Legislature can best be seen from 
a chronological chart: 

July, 1955: The Board of Commis- 
sioners of the Library Commission met 
and prepared a budget request to send 
to the Legislature in the total amount of 
$423,428.00 for biennial operations. 

September, 1955: The Director ap- 
peared before the Budget Commission 
to attempt to justify the need for 
$423,428 to operate the state’s total li- 
brary development program for the en- 
suing two years. 

December, 1955: The Budget Com- 
mission recommended that the Legis- 
lature make the same appropriation for 
the Library Commission for the 1956-58 
biennium that it had for the 1954-56 one. 

February 29, 1956: The House of 
Representatives passed the Library 
Commission’s budget after more than 
an hour’s vigorous debate, the point in 
question being whether the Legislature 
would earmark another $5000 for pur- 
chase of books on the subject of ethnol- 
ogy. The bill went to the Senate with 
the provision for the $5000 expenditure 
intact in the bill. 
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MRS. LURA G. CURRIER 


March 13, 1956: The Commission’s 
appropriation bill passed the Senate for 
a total amount of $192,000 with the allo- 
cation for books on ethnology removed 
completely and no mention made of this 
item in the Senate bill. The question 
then went to a Conference Committee 
consisting of three members of the 
House of Representatives and three 
members of the Senate. 












, 


March 31, 1956: At 2:30 p.m. the after- 
noon of the last day of the session the 
Conference Committee brought out a 
report stating that they had reached a 
compromise on the bill. At 3:30 p.m. 
it passed the Senate. The House was 
scheduled to adjourn at 7 p.m., after 
having extended its time from 6 p.m. 
At 6:30 the Library Commission’s ap- 
propriation bill passed the House! ( We 
have given MLN readers the timing on 
this because no one appreciates a race 
quite as much if he doesn’t know what 
a photo finish it was!) The bill as final- 
ly passed by both houses was for $192,- 
000 with the $5000 item set up in it as 
a separate item. 

Friday, April 6, 1956: Governor Cole- 
man vetoed the ethnology item from the 
Commission’s appropriation bill, leaving 
the total operating funds for the bien- 
nium at $187,000. 

That is the financial outlook for the 
two years 1956-1958. 


On the surface, it would appear that 
we have as much money to operate as 
we have had in the biennium just clos- 
ing. But one must go back to 1952 to 
get a realistic picture of the financial 
operations of the Commission. This 
table will reveal what actually faces us: 

For 1952-54 we had an 

appropriation of 

For 1954-56 this amount 

was cut to 191,175 
This meant a cut of 13,625 


Then, $5000 of this was earmarked for 
ethnology books, making a total cut for 
regular Commission operating purposes 
of $18,625. 

This means simply that in the four 
years from 1954 to 1958 the Commission 
shall have had $18,625 less than it had 
during the highest peak of its appropri- 
ation. The Commission was able to op- 
erate on this $18,625 cut from 1954 to 
1956 without reducing the amount of 
state aid to either regions or counties 


$204,800 


and was able to add two new larger 
units of service to the four regional li- 
braries already in operation. This was 
accomplished by tightening up the belt 
somewhere else—longer hours, simpli- 
fied routines, the help from some out- 
side grants of funds. There isn’t any 
more slack now and how the same funds 
are going to continue to fill the ever 
increasing demands on the Library 
Commission staff and budget now has 
the Commissioners wearing their pen- 
cils down to nubs and stretching their 
imaginations to the full limit. 

Someone once said: “There are three 
things absolutely certain: death, taxes, 
and that this is not a good time to spend 
more money for libraries.” Seems as if 
he had something, doesn’t it? 


HUNTTING’S 


NEW REVISED (1955) 


STANDARD JUVENILE CATALOG 
Indicates Titles For Which 
WILSON CATALOG CARDS 
ARE AVAILABLE 
OVER 11,000 TITLES INCLUDED 

—SUPPLIED IN 


- PUBLISHER'S BINDING 
HUNTTING QUALITY BUCKRAM 
PLASTI-KLEER* ECONOMY BINDING 


also the most complete selection of prebound 
PRIMERS AND READERS 
and EASY BOOKS 


lf you have not received your copy, 
send for it today 


THE H. R. HUNTTING CO. 
29 Worthington Street 
Springfield 3, Mass. 


Over a Half Century Serving 
Libraries and Schools 


*Trade-Mark of Bro-Dart Industries, Ine. 
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Pamphlets, Anyone? 

The Library Commission has a limited 
supply of an assortment of useful pam- 
phlets which may be had just for the 
asking. 

A.L.A. Books and Pamphlets, 1955- 
1956 is a 30-page pamphlet, listing with 
annotations books and pamphlets pub- 
lished by and available from the Ameri- 
can Library Association. Listings are 
arranged by subject classification, such 
as Libraries and Librarianship, College 
and University Libraries, Book Selec- 
tion, etc. Prices and instruction for 
ordering are also given. 


School Activities and the Library, 
1956 is an 8-page newspaper-like pub- 
lication which lists aids for the school 
librarian. It is prefaced with an article 
“An Approach to Criticism of Children’s 
Literature,” by Lilian H. Smith, former- 
ly head of the Boys and Girls Division 
of the Toronto Public Libraries. 


John Crosby, whose radio-television 
criticism column appears four times 
every week in the New York Herald 
Tribune, has written an interesting and 
forceful reply to that unfortunate Why 
Johnny Can’t Read deal. He calls it 
Maggie Can Read. You will enjoy it, 
even if you come to the conclusion that 
Maggie probably can’t read either. 


It’s not what you would expect this 
time of year at all from a reading 
specialist—Frank G. Jenning’s address 
given at the Book Manufacturers’ Insti- 
tute Convention at White Sulphur 
Springs, West Virginia, several months 
ago. 


Hidden Hungers: the Care and Feed- 
ing of the Young Reader is the title of 
a pamphlet reprint of Mr. Jennings’s 
address. It is as delightful as it is 
strong, as readable as it is hard-hitting. 
Mr. Jennings doesn’t want to make 
Johnny read, and he tells why. 





on you soon. 





Follett 


LIBRARY BOUND BOOKS 


Send for our catalog—— 


The Follett Guide To Good Reading 
for Young Readers 


Our representative, Mr. Chas. R. Follett, will be calling 


FOLLETT LIBRARY BOOK COMPANY 
(Division of Wilcox & Follett Co.) 


1018 W. Washington Blvd., Chicago 7, Illinois 








JUNE, 1956 





COLLEGE LIBRARIES 


Millsaps College, Jackson 


Millsaps-Wilson Library’s operation 
under the new divisional plan is near- 
ing the end of a school year. This ar- 
rangement has proven most satisfactory 
to students and faculty, with the excep- 
tion of a few minor problems to be 
worked out. 

There are separate, but adjoining 
also, reading rooms for books, pamphlets 
and periodicals in the following fields: 
Bibliography, Social Sciences, Pure and 
Applied Science, the Humanities, and 
Philosophy. Open stack areas adjoin 
each of these reading rooms. Periodi- 
cals are classified and shelved with the 
books in each subject field. 

Through open stacks and the shelving 
of periodicals along with books, it is 
hoped that students and all materials 
will be brought together more easily. 
It is also felt that these large reading 
rooms, arranged by content, present a 
more readily understood arrangement 
of materials in the library. 

The circulation procedure for all 
books is centralized at the loan desk, 
which is on the main floor near the 
entrance to the building. 

Our Forum Room, on the ground 
floor, has been in great demand ail 
year as a meeting place for faculty, 
students and church related groups. 

The Library is the recipient of a U. S. 
Steel Foundation grant of three hundred 
dollars, which will be used to purchase 
audio-visual material of a cultural na- 
ture. 


48 


Delta State College, Cleveland 


A portrait of Wirt A. Williams, Head 
of the Social Science Department, 1925- 
1954, has been presented to the college 
by the Alumni Association and placed 
in the Circulation Lobby of the library 
The portrait is by Debra Brown (Mrs 
Halton Brown). 

The library has acquired a Readex 
microprint machine and a Recordax 
microfilm reader. 

Douglas Vardaman of Rosedale has 
given the library a collection of books. 
Other recent gifts are Cotton Trade 
Journal International Yearbook, 1955- 
56 from Mr. C. B. “Boots” Jones of 
Cleveland; and a reprint of “Notes and 
Documents: “A Letter on the Hopes of 
Smuts” from the Journal of Negro Hist- 
ory, presented by the author, Dr. Joseph 
Baylen. 

A special display was arranged to 
observe Pan-American Week. 

The manuscripts of “Into the Dark 
and Out,” by Joe Thompson, and “Place 
Names in Mississippi,” by Helen Selma 
Wall, first and second place essay win- 
ners in the recent Southern Literary 
Festival competition, have been on dis- 
play in the library. 

Eleanor Harkins spoke to the Bolivar 
Troop Chapter of United Daughters of 
the Confederacy, on Harnett Kane's 
Spies for the Blue and the Gray. She 
illustrated her talk with posters depict- 
ing the characters in the book, designed 
by Virginia Singletary. 
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University of Mississippi, University 


Mrs. Mason Crenshaw, Mrs. W. P. 
Callicoat, Mrs. R. M. Barhard, and Mrs. 
J. E. Thomason, Jr. are new non- 
professional assistants. 


Mrs. Josephine Ayres Haxton has 
given the library a collection of account 
pooks and ledgers most of which relate 
to Roseland Plantation near Natchez, 
and date as far back as 1812. 


As a part of the development of the 
School of Music, the library has ac- 
quired 569 musical scores, ranging from 
Bach to Bartok. 


People from fourteen states and Mrs. 
Fernanda Pivano of Milan, Italy, the 
Italian translator of William Faulkner’s 
works, have inspected the Mississippi 
Room recently. In addition to various 
high school groups, other organizations 
studying the collection have been the 
Como Culture Club, the Reader’s Guild 
of Oxford, and the Cub Scouts and Girl 
Scouts of Oxford. 


Mrs. Louise Thompson, curator of the 
Mississippi Room, has lectured recently 
before the Chickasaw County Teachers’ 
Association in Houston, the Woman’s 
Forum of Oxford, and the Ripley Wo- 
man’s Club. Mrs. Thompson attended 
the Southern Literary Festival at Clin- 
ton, as representative of the Library. 


Evans Harrington, author of The 
Prisoner, has presented the manuscript 
of his book, along with an autographed 
copy, to the Mississippi collection, and 
a recent visitor; Mr. Wayne Johnston, 
president of the Illinois Central Rail- 
road donated a history of the railroad, 
entitled: Main-line of America. 


All the nursing department holdings 
if the library have been shipped to the 
Universal Medical Center Library. 


The staff regrets losing Mary Jo 
Austin of the Reference Department, 
who will be Inter-library Loan Librar- 
ian at Ohio State University. 


JUNE, 1956 


Alice Collins, head of the Cataloging 
Department, attended the National 
Congress of the D. A. R. in Washington, 
D. C., April 14-21, and enjoyed a return 
trip through Williamsburg, Va., and 
other scenic places in Virginia and 
North Carolina. May 4-5, Miss Collins 
attended the state meeting of the 
AAUW in Meridian, as official repre- 
sentative of the University and also as 
president of the Oxford University 
Branch. 


The Cataloging Department reports 
58,230 books classified in the Library 
of Congress system since the project 
began Sept. 1, 1952. During the present 
fiscal year, 1955-56, 15,562 books have 
been classified in L. C. 
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Mississippi State College, State College 


Mrs. Dorothy Clark, formerly Doro- 
thy Anne Graves of Ackerman, who 
has been circulation assistant for the 
past three years, resigned her position 
on June 1, to devote full time to home- 
making. 


Margarete Peebles, Circulation Li- 
brarian, talked to the Sturgis Woman’s 
Club in March on the topic “A rag, a 
bone, and a hank of hair.”” She empha- 
sized the characteristics that make 
books rare and valuable to libraries. 
On May 8 Miss Peebles spoke at a 
banquet meeting of the Cardinal Key 
Club on the “History of the co-eds at 
Mississippi State College.” 


Forrest Palmer, Director of Libraries, 
spoke to the Starkville Woman’s Club 
on May 8 on the subject, “Classical and 
fine edition book clubs.” 


Mrs. Mary Evans, Robert Bullen, and 
Forrest Palmer attended the meeting 
of the Mississippi Historical Society 
held at Oxford on March 2. 


Eleven new theses from the January 
graduates were added to the thesis col- 
lection. The two on Mississippi sub- 
jects were: Financial Management 
Analysis of Farmer Cooperatives, by 
Charlie B. Robbins, and The Response 
of Cotton to Fertilization with Magne- 
sium in the Black Belt Area of Missis- 
sippi, by Bill Clinard Wright. 


Mrs. Mary Evans attended the state 
convention of the AAUW in Meridian. 


The following microfilmed church 
records have been added to the collec- 
tion: Big Creek Baptist Church, 1862- 
1955; Camp Ground Methodist Church, 
Pontotoc County, 1850-1870; New Hope 
Primitive Baptist Church, 1819-1955; 
Sulphur Springs Primitive Baptist 
Church, 1859-1955; St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, Woodville, Miss., 1823-1940. 


The Meridian Gazette for 1867 has 
been added on microfilm through the 
cooperation of the Meridian Public Li- 
brary. 
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Mississippi State College for Women, 
Columbus 


Virginia C. Robinson and Beulah Cul- 
bertson profited from the lectures of 
two Mississippi authors, T. H. Phillips 
and Evans Harrington, as well as John 
Ciardi, poetry editor of the Saturday 
Review, when they attended the South- 
ern Literary Festival. Enroute they in- 
spected three new, functional, air-con- 
ditioned libraries with great pride and 
satisfaction: Millsaps College, Jackson 
Public, and Piney Woods. 


Recent visitors were Annabelle 
Koonce, State School Library Super- 
visor, and Mrs. Lura Currier, Director 
of the Library Commission. Mrs. Cur- 
rier talked to the library science classes, 
and aided in the campaign for a new 
public library in Columbus through 
radio and newspaper interviews. 


Syd Shinn, Regional Librarian, Mid- 
dle Tennessee College, Murfreesboro, 
Tenn., was guest speaker at a meeting 
of Alpha Beta Alpha May 9. 


W. N. Chambers, Birmingham archi- 
tect, gave pointers on library architec- 
ture to the library science group on 
spring tour when they visited the Home- 
wood Public Library, and the Park 
Branch Public Library, Birmingham, 
which he designed. 


The Library has exhibited a group of 
photographs illustrating “the decisive 
moment,” by Mrs. Ardath Boyd Omer, 
MSCW artist and dance instructor. 


Mrs. Kate Turner Barton will teach 
library science at the University of Ala- 
bama this summer. 


Virginia C. Robinson will spend her 


vacation at Carmel-by-the-sea, Cali- 
fornia. 
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PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


The Summer Story 

Summer time is story time in the 
public library. Interesting changes from 
the story pattern is Sybil Hanna’s plan 
at Jackson—school age children will see 
color movies all summer. Hopes for 
high success ride on this experiment. 

Down in Gulfport, a vacation reading 
club is in the planning. What with local 
interest in fishing and outdoor sports, 
the subject is “Fishing is Fun.” 

The American Legion Auxiliary will 
help out in conducting story hours in 
Bay Saint Louis at the City-County 
Memorial Library. 

All the libraries of the Northeast Re- 
gional Library are having summer read- 
ing contests or story hours. 

On the Record 

Have you a library to discuss with 
fellow librarians? Well, let’s begin the 
problem corner for public librarians in 
Mississippi! Or just share our bright 
thoughts and ideas. 

For instance: why not start divisional 
meetings (say, lunch or breakfast ses- 
sions) at the Mississippi Library Asso- 
ciation meeting? Catalogers can talk 
over cataloging problems, children’s 
workers can exchange stories, adminis- 
trators can divide up personnel prob- 
lems. 

For instance: what is your library 
doing with its record collection? How 
is it classified? Do you _ circulate 
records? Do you have serials worries? 
Other librarians may be able to shed 
a little light on your problem. Perhaps 
you can light a candle or a torch for 
someone else. 

Write to your Mississippi Library 
News and share your wealth of infor- 
mation and problems. 
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Get That Book 

Overdues—the librarian’s continuing 
nightmare! A step in the direction of 
solution is a drive-up return box. 
Greenwood-Leflore had one on order. 
The Corinth Library reports much suc- 
cess with theirs which was put up just 
as the library closed for inventory. 

Jackson Municipal proudly reports 
a book loss of less than two-tenths of a 
per cent of their ’54-55 overdues. 


Show that Book 

A new exhibit case at Greenwood has 
roused enthusiastic public response. On 
display are objects from foreign coun- 
tries on loan from patrons. The tie-in 
of the display and books has caused 
some patrons to believe they have dis- 
covered new worlds in the old library! 


Wedding Bells 

Annie Lou Turner, Greenwood, is 
marrying Charlie Wells, Author of “Let 
the Night Cry” and “The Last Kill.” 
Happily, book conscious Charlie is going 
to let Annie Lou continue her library 
career. 


The Great Discussion 

Gulfport’s Maria Person brags—with 
reason— of the wonderful attendance 
at American Heritage and Great Books 
groups. Winter visitors from as far 
away as Ontario, Canada, are regular 
attenders. What is the secret of your 
magnetism??? 

Lee County Library tackled that 
perennial problem, Juvenile Delin- 
quency, in their April American Heri- 
tage Discussion group. A successful and 
informative program, we hear. 
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Welcome, New Staffers! 

Mrs. Audry Hansis, Gulfport Carnegie- 
Harrison County, bookmobile ser- 
vice. 

Mrs. Grace E. Olsen, Gulfport-Carnegie- 
Harrison County, cataloger. 

Mollie Jean Byrd, Corinth Library. 


Farewells 


Mrs. Robert Bullen leaves the job as 
bookmobile librarian for Tombigbee to 
take a half-time job for the State Plant 
Board at State College. 


Inventory 


Northeast Regional is in that detailed 
process known as inventory. Corinth, 
the Main Library, was closed three 
weeks in May to start the big job. 
Plans are, currently, to complete the 
inventory of Corinth and nine other 
branches this summer. Whew, what 
labor you are in for this summer! 


Orchids 


Librarian Louise A. Crawford of Bay 
Saint Louis, received a certificate as 
an Outstanding Citizen at a recent ban- 
quet given by the Saint Stanislaus Side- 
line Club. She was one of 20 honored 
citizens. 


Mrs. Jeanne Hardendorff, assistant 
director of First Regional, was discus- 
sion leader on adult library service at 
the June ALA meeting in Miami. 


Movie Business 


Several scenes from the film Rain- 
tree County will be shot at the Windsor 
ruins near Port Gibson. And, oh, how 
the Harriette Person Memorial Library 
wishes for dozens more copies of that 
book to give to the eager patrons! 


Movies formed a five-week series of 
programs at Jackson Municipal. Films 
from around the world aroused much 
public approval and interest. “It was 
fun—and educational,” said Associate 
Librarian Turner Cassity, “we are going 
to have an annual travel series.” 
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Vacation Time 


Gulfport Carnegie, for the first time, 
will be open for shorter summer hours 
Library will close week-days at 6 and 
Saturdays at 1. Sounds cool and won- 
derful. 


Visitors 

April was visitor’s month at Evans 
Memorial. Mrs. Gatchell, library in- 
structor at M.S.C.W., brought eight of 
her students by to see a small public 
library “in operation.” Good idea for 
field trip. 

The Aberdeen Rotary Club, the 
Genealogical Society, the garden clubs, 
the Woman’s Club, and Brownie troop 
were all visitors who came to meet, see 
exhibits, and learn at Evans Memorial 
The 1946 high school homecoming class 
were welcome visitors also. Genealog- 
ical researchers from all over Missis- 
sippi and Oklahoma, a student from 
Holland, visiting librarians and individ- 
uals made April a busy “tourist month” 
and a happy one. 

Among recent visitors to the Port 
Gibson library have been a distant rela- 
tive of Irwin Russell and couple from 
Michigan, who plan to publish a new 
edition of Russell’s poems. 


New Tools 

New lighting fixtures 
added at Tupelo. 

New shelving has been installed at 
Greenwood. 

New plans for enlarging the library 
are in the mill at Bay St. Louis. 


have been 


Complete Dedication 


Shelby Memorial Library in Colum- 
bia was formally dedicated on March 6 
1956. Many outstanding citizens and 
other well-wishers were present for the 
occasion. 

Shelby Memorial is the public library 
in Columbia, which only a few days 
before had moved into its new quarters 
—a well remodeled building which was 
the former home of Dr. and Mrs. I. A 
Shelby. 
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Full Schedule 


Some of the many activities by the 
First Regional Library: 


1. Acake walk was held by the Sardis 
City Library Board to raise money for 
furniture for the new Sardis Branch 
which takes up the whole east wing of 
the Sardis City Hall. About $150.00 
was raised. The Masonic Lodge and the 
Chamber of Commerce each have do- 
nated $50.00. Individuals donated from 
$1.00 to $25.00. New steel shelves made 
by DeLuxe have been installed. 


2. The Senatobia Branch has acquired 
new quarters in a building adjacent to 
the old library. The new building is 
larger and has fluorescent lights. A 
benefit bridge was held by the Tate 
County Citizen’s Library Movement to 
raise money for furniture for the 
branch. 


3. New furniture from the Southern 
Desk Company has been ordered for the 
Oxford Branch—tables, chairs and a dis- 
play case. These pieces will go along 
with the charging desk and sloping chil- 
dren’s desk purchased last year. 


4. First Regional had a 15-minute 
question and answer program over radio 
station WSUH in Oxford. Mrs. Annie 
Wilson, Oxford Branch Librarian, and 
Jim Housel, Regional Director, were 


guests of Mrs. Netta Quick, who asked 
pertinent questions about the library. 


5. A joint meeting of the Pontotoc 
County Library Board and the First 
Regional Library Board was held in 
April to consider bookmobile service 
to a line school in the two counties. 


6. Plans are in the offing for new 
buildings at Crenshaw and Hernando, 
and for an open house for the new 
Sardis Branch. 





—all fields, all languages 
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Tel.: ORegon 7-6713 





WALTER J. JOHNSON, INC. 


Sale and Acquisition of 


Scientific Periodicals: complete sets, short runs, single volumes 


Scientific books: out-of-print — domestic, foreign 


Complete subscription service for domestic and foreign periodi- 


All new books of U. S. and foreign publishers 


Send requirements and offers to 


WALTER J. JOHNSON, INC. 

125 East 23 Street, New York 10, N. Y. 
Cable address: BOOKJOHNS, N. Y. 
Branch offices in London and Frankfurt 


Catalogues available on request 
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GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER MUNICIPAL LIBRARY 


BARBARA COX 
Jackson Municipal Library 


“Once you get that money, building 
a library goes pretty smoothly. It just 
takes so much money to build every 
square foot—and furnish it!” says Jack- 
son Librarian Pearl Sneed, veteran of 
four construction projects in five brief 
years. 


Newest accomplishment is the George 
Washington Carver Municipal Library. 
Carver is not only a handsome, modern 
building, but an institution with a fas- 
cinating background — and an equally 
fascinating future. 


Initial plans for Carver were laid in 
1944, with the blue-printing of a library 
system for the city of Jackson. With 
the aid of the Junior League, a library 
for service to the Negroes opened its 
doors in 1950, in temporary rented quar- 
ters. Careful planning during the next 
six years culminated in the modern 
glass and brick building in the heart of 
the downtown shopping area. 
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Despite assured finances for building 
this library, there were a few “rocks’ 
to be cracked before Carver finally 
opened its doors. 


First and hardest nut to crack was 
the question of location—“Our guiding 
principle was to situate the library s 
that we could serve as many people 
as possible as conveniently as possible,” 
says Miss Sneed. Downtown on a main 
thoroughfare was the final solution 
And a happy one according to patrons 


Design of the building and furniture 
was one of those difficult tasks that is 
pleasant work for the planning librar- 
ian. The aim in design was to achieve 
the most flexibility—so that the chang- 
ing needs of the future could best be 
served without additional expense of 
construction. “It looks good,” says Miss 
Sneed, “and I think the future use of 
the building will prove it is a better 
than average plan.” 
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Moving day is recently passed—a 
memorable experience! Carver Librar- 
ian Vivian Romans has bushels of tried 
and true advice for the moving librar- 
ian—mainly “Get those books in the 
packing boxes backward. Start at the 
bottom of Dewey and work backward 
and you will save hours of unpacking 
time. Books then come up in the cor- 
rect order. Use lots of small boxes. 
Label them carefully— watch those 
movers like a hawk and know where 
your boxes are. Move quickly — don’t 
disrupt your service any more than 
necessary! And even if you have un- 
limited help, believe me, you'll be too 
tired to see the humorous side of any- 
thing! Boxes, shelves and books are 
the only words you'll even remember 
when you finish! But the next day, 
you'll feel mighty proud of your hand- 
some shelves full of beautiful books!” 


To those of you still in crowded quar- 
ters, Miss Romans has a word of caution 
—‘“Don’t cripple your public with too 
much help. Let them learn to use the 
catalog and locate their own material. 
With more foot-space, you’ll travel an 
enormous number of miles with the 
untrained public.” 


“Our saddest experience was too- 
clean plate glass,” moans Miss Romans. 
“Shortly after we opened, a man walked 
right through the glass next to the door. 
That won’t happen again—we have a 
huge green plant conspicuously placed 
right in front of that sparkling clean 
glass.” 


What are the end results of the new 
building? “Increased registration, in- 
creased circulation, greatly expanded 
reference services, —and a _ smiling, 
happy staff on hand to meet any ques- 
tion or demand their public can ask!” 
says Miss Sneed. 
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CROWDED HOURS 
July 4—Independence Day 


July 7—Wedding of 
Koonce 


Annabelle 


July 23-27 —School Library Work- 
shop, Mississippi Southern College 


August 15 — Deadline for news items 
for September issue of MLN to 
reach reporters 


September 3 — Labor Day 


October 25-27 — Mississippi Library 
Association Convention, Jackson 


November 15— Deadline for news 
items for December MLN to reach 
reporters 


November 17—State meeting of 
Student Library Assistants of Mis- 
sissippi 


Have You Yoined? 


THE Bounpd-tTo-StTay-BounD 


Ficbound BOOK CLUB PLAN 
ti 


60 FAVORITE AUTHORS 
GRouPs OF STAY-BOUND QUALITY 


GENUINE BOUND-TO- 


12 BOOKS AT AMAZING SAVINGS. 


Now, for the first time you can 
get Bound-To-Stay-Bound 
PRE-BOUND books in a Club 
Pian which saves you time 
and money. Books in each 
group will be selected — five 
from Spring publication ond 
seven from Fall publication. 
Any selection not d may 
be returned for full credit. For 

plete informati send 
TODAY for brochure describ- 
ing the plan and the books. 











SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


Jackson School Librarians Report 

At the conclusion of the school year 
librarians are very busy people, taking 
inventories, making reports, and sum- 
ming up the year’s work. 

And speaking of reports, the Library 
Department of the Jackson Public 
Schools has just completed a very suc- 
cessful year’s work under the chairman- 
ship of Dorothy Cundiff of Hardy Junior 
High School, according to the report of 
Mary Ellen Guess, Field Librarian, 
Jackson Public Schools. Of particular 
interest and usefulness was the work 
done by the committees. 

The Committee on Film Resources, 
headed by Katherine Rea of Bailey 
Junior High School, made an annotated 
list of film which relate to the library. 

The Committee on Library Instruc- 
tion under the leadership of Verlie 
Duncan, Librarian, Provine' High 
School, drew up plans for a coordinated 
program of instruction for grades one 
through twelve. One librarian from the 
junior high schools and one from the 
elementary schools aided in this work. 

Mrs. Virginia Riggs, Librarian at 
Central High School, was chairman of 
the Handbook Committee, which was 
charged with the responsibility of de- 
veloping a standard student’s hand- 
book at the secondary level. 

The Committee on the Ways of Caring 
for the Bright Child, with Alberta Ed- 
mondson, Jackson Elementary School 
Field Librarian, as chairman, made a 
penetrating study of this subject. 

Nell Timmes, another elementary 
school librarian, was chairman of the 
Committee on Library Publicity. 
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School Librarians Workshop 

Mississippi Southern College, in co- 
operation with the State Department 
of Education, will offer a library work- 
shop again this summer, July 23-27. 
“Library relationships: administration, 
faculty, students, and community” will 
be the theme. Miss Fannie Schmitt, 
Chairman of Library Science, State 
Teachers College, Florence, Alabama, 
will be the consultant. Total credit of 
1% hours can be earned. Tuition is 
$7.50 or $5.00 per quarter hour. Lab fee 
is $5.00, and room and board will be 
$10.50 (linens not furnished). 


Who Goes There? And Where? 

Mrs. Jennie Beth Clark, for the past 
five years librarian at Columbia High 
School, is now working in the library 
at Louisiana State University. 

From Corinth High School to Sun- 
flower Junior College goes Maurine 
McInnis. 

Rosalie V. Lindsey, Librarian of the 
Pass Christian High School, will go to 
LSU for a Master’s Degree in library 
science, preparing for college library 
service. Fay Browne will succeed her 
at Pass Christian. 





GOOD NEWS 


The Senate passed the Library Ser- 
vices Bill by unanimous consent on 
June 6. 
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Notes on Student Assistants Meetings 


©tudent library assistants have also 
been busy winding up their year’s work. 
At most of the spring regional meetings 
officers were elected, in preparation for 
next year’s work. 


Region VI met at the Continuation 
Center at the University for a program 
on recruiting and the election of offi- 
cers. Beverly Brooks of Byhalia was 
elected president of the student assist- 
ants group and Mrs. Grace Gatewood 
of Horn Lake was elected president 
of the librarians group. 


Region V met at the Murrah High 
School Library in Jackson on April 7. 
Questions discussed were: What does 
the administration expect of the library 
and the librarian? What would the 
librarians like the administration to do 
to help further the library program? 
Mrs. Hazel Polk, Forest Hill High 
School, was elected by acclamation as 
chairman of the Fifth Regional District 
of Mississippi Librarians. 


Lyman High School was host to Re- 
gion VII. Lillye D. Harding of Gulfport 
was elected chairman of the librarians. 
Joe Cook of Gulfport High School will 
head the student assistants. Annabelle 
Koonce of the State Department of Edu- 
cation discussed the scholastic program 
of students training for library careers. 


A panel discussion on Mississippi 
writings and Mississippi materials was 
the program for librarians and student 
assistants in Region VIII when they met 
at Myrtle High School. Shirley Rowell 
of Myrtle was elected president of the 
group. 


South Central student library assist- 
ants met at George S. Gardiner High 
School in Laurel. A feature of the 
meeting was a review by Rev. L. A. 
Beckman, Jr. of his own book South 
Santee Stories for Children. Mrs. Doye 
Dickey is the new chairman of librar- 
ians. President of the library assistants 
for the next year is Sara Johnson, Ellis- 
ville High School. 
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ANNABELLE KOONCE 


Wedding Bell for Annabelle 


Annabelle Koonce has resigned as 
Library Supervisor, State Department 
of Education, to become a bride. 


On July 7, at the First Baptist Church 
in her home town of Greenville, Anna- 
belle will be married to Charles Edward 
Crowther of Vicksburg. 


The Crowthers will make their home 
in Vicksburg. where Annabelle will 
work as a junior high school librarian. 
Charles is employed as a wildlife re- 
search biologist in the Office of River 
Basin Studies at Vicksburg by the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service. 


Much happiness and good wishes, 
Annabelle! 
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Base Library. Keesler Air Force Base 

These past three months have been 
busy ones for us at Keesler. First of all 
we were busy compiling our publicity 
scrap book for entry in the annual John 
Cotton Dana Publicity Contest. Having 
won first place in the Technical Train- 
ing Command for the past two years, 
we are anxiously awaiting announce- 
ment of this year’s winner from that 
Headquarters. 

Our annual Short Story Contest 
closed on April 30. Seven entries are 
now in the hands of the judges, Mrs. 
Louise Morehead, feature writer for 
the Dixie Guide; Eudora Welty, famous 
short story writer; and T. D. Young, 
Chairman, Department of English, Mis- 
sissippi Southern College, Hattiesburg. 

We were very much pleased to receive 
from Headquarters, Technical Training 
Air Force, a copy of a consolidated 
semi-annual library report on the bases 
in this command, which showed the 
Keesler Library leading in circulation 
by 6,600 over its nearest competitor, 
Lackland Air Force Base. The letter 
also commended the Keesler library on 
attaining a circulation of 119,329 books 
for the calendar year 1955. 

Library positions at Keesler have 
just been completely civilianized under 
Project Home Front. Our staff, for the 
operation of the Main Library and three 
branches, now is composed of three pro- 
fessional librarians, six clerk-typists 
under civil service, and three library 
clerks not under civil service. 

We are now busy preparing to start 
our Story Hour for children 4-7, and a 
Reading Club for children 8-16. 


58 








SPECIAL LIBRARIES 





Base Library, Greenville Air Force 
Base, Mississippi 

The library was air-conditioned the 
first of the year, so we are enjoying it 
during these warm days. All buildings 
on the Base are not air-conditioned, so 
we expect to get heavy patronage dur- 
ing the summer months. 

Another civilian has been authorized 
for the library and it is hoped the posi- 
tion will be filled soon. 

Our fifth annual Short Story Contest 
has ended. Ten manuscripts were enter- 
ed, a fair number for such a small Base. 
Judges for the contest are Mrs. Lucy 
Crittenden, William Alexander Percy 
Memorial Library librarian; Mrs. 
Charles Thomas, Greenville High School 
English teacher; and David Brown, As- 
sociate Editor of the Delta Democrat 
Times, Greenville. 

Plans are bing made to have the first 
Vacation Reading Club for this library. 


Veterans Administration Center 
Library, Jackson 


The Library had open house, along 
with other departments of the Hos- 
pital, in celebration of National Hospital 
Day, which was observed on May 9 
this year. Groups of visitors came 
through the library and observed the 
book carts, set up for ward visits, and 
a display of “gadgets” used by handi- 
capped patients in order to make read- 
ing easier—and in some cases, possible. 

Information on librarianship as a 
career was given to interested students 
in the different groups. 
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Mississippi State Board of Health 
Library, Jackson 


Louise Williams, Librarian at the 
Mississippi State Board of Health, took 
part in a panel discussion on services 
to the public at the Southern Regional 
Medical Library Association Meeting, 
held at Emory University, April 13, 
1956. In summing up the work being 
done in various types of medical librar- 
ies, it became apparent that almost all 
librarians have kindred spirits and all 
libraries a common purpose—that of 
doing the greatest good for the greatest 
number with the resources available. 


From its beginning in 1936, the State 
Board of Health Library has endeavored 
to give as complete a service as possible 
to the medical and allied health profes- 
sions of the State. Public health 
achievement has resulted from coopera- 
tive effort and a team spirit. The value 
of interlibrary loan to areas where such 
facilities are sparse is recognized. Li- 
braries of Mississippi are invited to take 
advantage of its facilities. There is an 
excellent range of books and journals 
written in non-technical language to 
assist laymen, and the librarian is glad 
to assist in the selection of references 
on any topic desired. 


Veterans Administration Center 
Library, Gulfport 


Kathryn Hanley, Librarian, is busy 
traveling these days. On May 3 she gave 
a talk on bibliotherapy to the nurse’s 
class at De Paul Hospital in New 
Orleans. June 3-7 she was in Pittsburgh 
at the Special Libraries Association 
Convention where she served on the 
nominating committee for the Hospital 
Division. 
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Lauren Rogers Library and Museum of 
Art, Laurel 


Lauren Rogers held their first Inter- 
national Exhibition of Photography, 
April 8 thru April 22, 1956. Nell Davis, 
Librarian-Director, writes, “We do con- 
sider it a great success though and our 
Board of Trustees has given its approval 
of our co-sponsoring the second one in 
April, 1957... we had 1104 entries from 
289 contributors from 24 countries out- 
side of the United States and from 
practically every state in the United 
States. Our exhibit rooms were not 
large enough to hang the 342 prints 
accepted for the show, plus four prints 
from each of the three judges, so we 
took down all the paintings in the 
American Gallery and hung the prints 
two rows deep in that room and in the 
two exhibit rooms and it made a very 
impressive display. We had visitors 
from all over the state and out of the 
state, who came especially for this show 
which received much favorable com- 
ment.” 


Department of Public Welfare Library, 
Jackson 


Jean Gunter, Librarian for the Wel- 
fare Department, attended two profes- 
sional meetings recently. 


May 2-4, she attended the general 
sessions of the Mississippi Conference 
of Social Work at the Heidelberg Hotel 
in Jackson. 


Jean also attended the Special Li- 
brary Association convention at the 
William Penn Hotel in Pittsburgh June 
3-7. 





PLAN TO ATTEND MLA CONFER- 
ENCE IN OCTOBER 


Pay Association dues to Sybil Hanna, 
Jackson Municipal Library 


Individuals $1.00 — Institutions $2.50 
Edwards Hotel, Jackson 
October 25, 26, 27 
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DISCUSSION GROUPS 
Mrs. C. C. Clark 





The Library Commission sponsored the American Heritage 
discussion group project from 1952-1955 under a grant 
from the American Library Association. The grant was 
withdrawn in September, 1955, at which time the Com- 
mission in cooperation with public libraries and discussion 
group leaders over the state went on a “do-it-yourself” 
policy. In a prior issue of Library News the leadership 
training aspect of the self-continuing project was dis- 
cussed. The following article gives some highlights of 
the discussion groups during the 1955-1956 period. 


“Our new series of discussions will 
run for 12 weeks, meeting weekly—at 
the request of members,” said Florence 
Freidhoff of the Biloxi Public Library. 
Commager’s Living Ideas in America 
furnished background reading for a 
variety of topics. “America’s bread 
basket” was the topic that served as the 
basis of several discussions on the farm 
problem. The film “This is your Land” 
was used in this series on the farm 
situation. Other topics were: the 
southern way of life; modern enter- 
tainment; and America’s religious heri- 
tage. The Rev. Glen Lindley was the 
leader of this group, assisted by E. G. 
Collins. 

The Carnegie Public Library at 
Clarksdale based it’s discussion on ten 
recordings on Thomas Jefferson and 
our times. Louise Trevilion, a library 
staff member, led the discussion and 
used as reading material to accompany 
the recordings The Life and Selected 
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Writings of Thomas Jefferson, by Koch 
and Paden. 

Leon Robinson, leader of the Como 
group, used Basic Issues of American 
Democracy as the basis for discussions. 

The Delta State College group led by 
Patrick G. Hogan not only finished two 
series during the winter but is now 
planning for a summer series. Theirs 
has been a sort of “double-barrelled” 
affair. Current issues, national and 
international, have been interspersed 
with Great Books discussions. Among 
the current issues discussed were: The 
Bricker Amendment; sovereignty; fasc- 
ism in America; India’s neutrality; 
secondary education; socialized medi- 
cine; and America’s farm situation. 
Three Great Books discussions were 
built around the general topic “Leading 
Ideas of Plato.” Of the Great Books it 
was said, “Even more than ‘issues’ the 
reading of involved material is highly 
necessary.” 
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The United Nations and the U. S. 
immigration policy were topics used to 
discuss the general theme of Loyalty 
in a Democracy at the Forest library. 
Hugh Hughes and Marion McCrory led 
the discussions. One cold, bleak night, 
Librarian Corrie Mitchell had a poor 
attendance which she remedied by go- 
ing out on the street and inviting into 
the meeting the town marshall and an- 
other bystander. They accepted! 


J. L. Henderson and Forrest Miller 
have led the Gulfport group in discus- 
sions on: federal aid to education; 
underlying principles of America’s for- 
eign policy; and religion in America. 
The report of the White House Confer- 
ence on Education was used along with 
Commager’s Living Ideas in America. 


United States News and World Re- 
port, along with other current maga- 
zines, has furnished information upon 
which the Itta Bena group has had a 
lively current issues discussion. Dan 
Kelly of Greenwood and Mrs. J. B. 
Davis of Itta Bena have kept this inter- 
esting group going. Reports indicate 
unusual interest, wide reading and 
frank expression of opinions. 


The Meridian group has devoted its 
entire discussion series to Great Books. 
Justina Mann admits great interest. 
Even though the going gets tough at 
times, the members are digging in deep 
and effectively. Attendance is proof of 
keen interest. 


Dorothy Fosdick’s Common Sense 
and World Affairs is the reading mater- 
ial that the Olive Branch group is using 
for a discussion on foreign affairs. 
Eugenia Hudson the leader says, “The 
group is relating current world news to 
the book well and we are encouraged 
by evidence of reading, outside reading 
particularly.” 


The right to work; issues from the 
White House Conference on Education; 
juvenile delinquency; farm price sup- 
ports; new versus old industry in Mis- 
sissippi are just some of the topics 
Tupelo is discussing under the leader- 
ship of W. M. Blakey. Tupelo makes 
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sure of reading materials on all topics 
before starting a series. This year the 
Commission mimeographed articles for 
this discussion group. 


Yazoo City is the new group for the 
year. Herman Decell is leading an 
enthusiastic group in a discussion of 
various topics which are based on 
Commager’s Living Ideas in America. 
This group resulted from a leadership 
training held in the library last fall. 
Thirteen meetings have already been 
held and the end is not in sight. 


New reading materials and new types 
of discussion programs are being 
studied and evaluated by the Library 
Commission’s Supervisor of Group 
Services preparatory to another series 
of discussion groups this fall. The po- 
tential for this type of adult education 
has only been tapped. Every, library 
in the state could have discussion 
groups. People are interested, materials 
are available and the need is evident. 





SOUTHERN 
LIBRARY BINDERY (0. 


228 Woodland Street 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 


* Competent Craftsmen 


* Free Pickup Service in 
Mississippi 


* Picture Covers on Available 
Titles 


* Satisfaction Guaranteed 
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It’s Bound to be Right if 
it’s “Southern Bound” 














for your library planning 


Your library planning becomes easier, 
more certain when you bring together the needs 
of the librarian; the skills of the architect; the 
experience of a Library Bureau specialist. 
Here is the new “trend” in library planning... 
the “trend” that is providing America with its 
finest libraries. And, constantly keeping pace 
with this trend is Library Bureau’s TREND furniture 
... distinctively modern, yet timeless in its 
simplicity, beauty and durability. 


TREND Color Line Square-Round Table 
and the new Cherner Chair. 

TREND Steel Carrel Study Table 

with fluorescent refiector lights. 
TREND Closed Base Card Catalog 
Cabinet and reference table. 


See LB Trend 

furniture at the 

ALA convention 

Miami Beach, June 17-23 


Ftand. 


Division of SPERRY RAND CORPORATION 


1711 St. Charles Avenue, New Orleans 13, Lo. 
341 Madison Avenue, Memphis 3, Tenn. 
2216 Sth Avenue North, Birmingham 3, Alc. 
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IN MISSISSIPPI 


SOMETHING TO LIVE UP TO 


(EDITORS NOTE: We here in Missis- 
sippi are proud of the speeches made by 
Congressman Bill Colmer of Pascagoula 
and Congressman Frank Smith of 
Greenwood on behalf of the Library 
Services Bill. Their speeches as record- 
ed in the Congressional Record of May 
8, 1956 are reprinted below in entirety, 
except for the omissions of newspaper 
editorials put into the record and some 
details of House procedure. Omissions 
are indicated by .. .) 


MR. SMITH’S SPEECH 

Mr. Chairman, I want to join in urg- 
ing the House to adopt the library ser- 
vices bill, of which I am very proud to 
be a cosponsor. This legislation ranks 
as of relatively minor importance in 
the overall congressional schedule, but 
I think it may in the future take rank 
as one of the most important acts of 
the 84th Congress if we write this bill 
into law. 

Two questions are fundamental re- 
garding the library services bill: Do 
the States need it? Will they use it 
wisely? Only in the answer to these two 
basic considerations can be found the 
right course to take on this question of 
helping provide rural library service. 

Mississippi provides, as do many other 
States, a positive and clear-cut answer 
to both these questions. 
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Do they need it? Mississippi has more 
than a million people without public 
library service of any kind. They are 
almost literally people without books. 
In thousands of rural homes there still, 
even in this day of profusion of printed 
information, are not even newspapers 
and magazines, much less good books 
to read. But these deplorable facts 
alone would not answer the question, 
“Do they need it?” unless it can be 
established that they want library ser- 
vice and that they are making any 
efforts themselves at home to get it. 
In 1949 a total of $330,000 was spent 
for local public library service in the 
entire State; increasing steadily, by 
1955, that total had risen to $768,000. 
This is the same percentage of increase 
as the growth in the State’s wealth and 
income. Clearly there is indicated that 
with the people’s ability to pay comes 
their willingness to spend their money 
for books and libraries. Mississippi li- 
braries are operating bookmobiles on 
the absolutely unbelievable sum of 30 
cents per capita per year. True, it is 
not what anyone would call good public 
library service, but it is the best they 
can do and they are doing it. That is 
basic. In 15 of the State’s completely 
rural counties not even that much can 
be raised locally, and it is in these coun- 
ties that help would be the difference 
between books to read and a recourse 
to the trash and filth of the newsstand. 
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Will they use it wisely? People have 
not waited for the Federal Government 
to push them into planning for public 
library development. Far from it. In 
Mississippi in 1947 a concentrated effort 
by several different agencies and groups 
took a long, hard look at their conditions 
and by means of a survey determined 
what direction sound library develop- 
ment should take. Since then a large 
number of people have been working 
tirelessly to implement the recommen- 
dations of this survey. 


Several basic principles that are in- 
volved in the program that is now 
unfolding in my State are identical 
with the ones that will determine 
whether the money available under this 
bill will be spent effectively and wisely. 


In the first place, larger administra- 
tive units are being set up so that every 
cent of unnecessary overhead will be 
eliminated. The need is for books, not 
administrative redtape. Already ll 
public libraries in the State, with three 
exceptions, have been brought into 
countywide areas of administration. In 
six instances, several counties have 
joined together to support what is 
known as multicounty libraries. These 
mean more places for people to get 
books and less expensive technical pro- 
cessing, bookkeeping, and so forth. It 
means that the large pool of books 
assembled under cooperative measures 
will be available to more and more 
people, and that they can be moved 
from one place to another with econ- 
omy and speed to insure a fresh collec- 
tion of books in each little village at 
each new bookmobile stop. 


In the second place, nobody gets any 
benefit from any outside money until 
he has done the best he can for himself. 
There are no handouts in Mississippi 


libraries. Even when a State has only 
$500 to help a county, it refuses to do 
so until that county has made its maxi- 
mum effort, set up its operation to 
insure maximum returns, and estab- 
lished itself along clearcut legal lines 
within the framework of the law. “The 
Lord helps them that help themselves.” 
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And the library funds look in that 
direction for guidance. Members of the 
United States Congress need have no 
fear that a group of Mississippians who 
are not willing to do what they can for 
themselves will get any money from 
this source. There will be so little of it 
that, rather than being some sort of 
bonanza, it will be necessary to exam- 
ine every cent of it with extreme care 
to make sure that it fulfills its purpose. 
The citizens of Mississippi who have 
worked so long and so hard for their 
libraries under unbelievable odds of 
poverty and who want to extend their 
services to-their poorer neighbors but 
cannot now do so will see that only the 
deserving get the funds. That discipline 
will be taken care of at home, without 
doubt. 


The third and final principle upon 
which current library development is 
taking place, and upon which any fur- 
ther increase will be based, is that 
unless there is some chance for future 
continuation, no help is forthcoming. 
The road must be clear ahead before 
anything is set up. What will happen 
when this money is gone? Every cent 
that goes into Mississippi libraries from 
any source gets the searchlight of that 
question. It is an investment, not an 
expenditure. It is a foundation stone, 
not a firewall. 


The people know of the terminal 
phase of this legislation. Already their 
plans have been laid with that in mind. 
They have known that what State aid 
they had, small as it has of necessit; 
been, involved the ever-present neces- 
sity of supporting themselves. With 
Federal funds, they face the same realis- 
tic approach. 


Sound planning, local responsibility, 
and economical structure—these are the 
three principles upon which public li- 
brary service is being built in Missis- 
sippi. And whatever help comes to the 
State from these funds will continue 
to be administered by these identical 
principles. 
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MR. COLMER’S SPEECH 

Mr. Speaker, this is an open rule as 
the reading indicated, making in order 
the consideration of the bill H. R. 2840, 
known as the library bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I am not prepared to 
make an extensive presentation of this 
legislation; that will be done by the dis- 
tinguished chairman of the Committee 
on Education and Labor, the gentleman 
from North Carolina (Mr. Bardin), and 
the ranking member of the committee 
on the other side, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. McConnell), and 
others. 


I do want to state in the outset that it 
is a bill that I have been conclusively 
sold upon. The question of public li- 
braries is one I am sure that appeals to 
us all. 

Every facet of library extension in 
this bill has been studied intensely by 
librarians, trustees, and civic leaders 
for more than a decade. It didn’t just 
happen. Its provisions have evolved 
out of a mass of experience at the State 
and local level in attempting to provide 
reading materials for the rural segment 
of our population. States have not 
waited for this legislation to get some 
library extension programs underway. 
In many areas, the bookmobile has be- 
come a familiar part of the rural land- 
scape. The funds, small as they are, 
which will be made available under the 
provisions of this act, will allow those 
already formulated State plans to con- 
tinue to grow and will aid them in 
demonstrating what good library service 
is and what its results will be in the life 
of the community. 


I have been given the opportunity to 
examine first hand the philosophy and 
skills of many of the people who will 
be putting this Library Services Act 
into operation. Whenever these library 
extension leaders have had any money 
from whatever source I have found a 
dedicated adherence to the very sound 
principle of helping an area only when 
and after it has done something for it- 
self. An examination of every State 
plan submitted thus far toward imple- 
mentation of this act seems to have that 
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principle very deep rooted. Without 
exception they bear a complete recog- 
nition of the terminal features of this 
piece of legislation. Plans for use in 
each State include complete local sub- 
sistence at the end of this period. Not 
only have these leaders said they under- 
stand this terminal aspect; they have 
borne it out in the practical plans they 
have drawn up. Indeed, they are al- 
ready working now in their own States 
in the framework of just such thinking. 


Mr. Speaker, I repeat, the placing 
within the reach of the people of this 
great democracy the books they desire 
to read to improve their minds and to 
make them better citizens, is a subject 
that is close to the hearts of all of us. 
In our great metropolitan centers we 
have a rather extensive public-library 
system, making available to the people 
of these urban centers this great wealth 
of knowledge and opportunity to im- 
prove their minds and mental processes; 
but, unfortunately, in the rural sections 
of this country those people are denied 
the opportunity that is enjoyed so 
abundantly by the people in the great 
metropolitan areas. 


So there has arisen in this country a 
movement, largely sponsored by the 
American Library Association and the 
several States of the Union, to install a 
system of bookmobiles whereby the 
books are carried into the rural sec- 
tions and everyone living in those sec- 
tions have this wealth of knowledge 
available to them at their door. This 
is an essential part of the library move- 
ment if we are to make these books 
available to them... 


I appreciate the comment of the dis- 
tinguished gentleman from Tennessee, 
who, although he has a great urban 
center in his congressional district, also 
has a large rural section in the moun- 
tains of the State of Tennessee that do 
not enjoy the opportunities that are en- 
joyed by the people of the city of 
Knoxville, for instance. I think the 
gentleman is making a worthwhile con- 
tribution when he sponsors this move- 
ment to make available to those rural 
people this service. 
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Mr. Speaker, this bill is so written 
that it carries out that purpose I have 
been trying to impress upon you and 
which the gentleman from Tennessee 
has just mentioned. A large part of our 
population is in rural areas. 


In my own State there are 1,218,951 
people without even a semblance of 
public library service. There are also 
272,439 whose libraries are so inade- 
quately supported that they cannot be 
called real libraries. 


The Mississippi Library Commission 
working in close cooperation with the 
Mississippi Library Association, the 
State Department of Education and the 
University of Mississippi developed a 
sound plan for economical, practical 
library development throughout the 
State. This plan is being implemented 
continually. The passage of the Library 
Service Bill would mean a greatly ac- 
celerated program of library develop- 
ment in my State during the 5 years 
of the program. This legislation will 
provide the stimulation needed to in- 
crease the interest and the support nec- 
essary at the State and local levels so 
that our public libraries can take their 
important place in our educational sys- 
tem. 


It was revealed in the hearings on this 
measure that about 27 million people in 
the United States are without access to 
local public library services and of this 
number, 90 percent live in rural areas. 
There are also some 53 million more 
who receive only inadequate public li- 
brary service. This bill is designed to 
bring library service to these people. 


This lack of public library service is 
not a local problem, but one which is 
nationwide. No state in our great coun- 
try provides adequate library service 
for all of its citizens. This legislation 
will therefore benefit citizens all over 
our land. 


The free tax-supported library, where 
it has been well supported, is recognized 
as an integral part of public education. 
The public library is essential not only 
to the process of education but in the 


dissemination of information. Every 
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citizen needs to have access all his life 
to sources of information for education 
is a life-long process. Children need 
to have access to a public library to 
supplement their school work and to 
provide them with reading materials 
during the vacation period. Young 
people need guidance in vocations and 
other areas as they grow. Businessmen 
need the ready reference material pro- 
vided by an adequate and efficient 
public library. Adults should have ac- 
cess to a public library which provides 
the one opportunity for continuing edu- 
cation throughout life regardless of the 
amount of formal education they have 
had. 

Now, some objection is made to the 
Federal Government getting into this 
field. To be perfectly candid with you, 
I had some reservations about this my- 
self in the beginning, because, generally 
speaking, I belong to that conservative 
school that believes, wherever possible, 
the States should assume the responsi- 
bilities for those functions that are prop- 
erly a State function. But the thing 
that appeals to me about this particular 
piece of legislation is the fact that it 
has a curtailment date. The bill would 
authorize $7.5 million for 5 years, mak- 
ing a total of $37.5 million. Now, in that 
5-year period we have been already 
asked to contribute more money than 
that for the assistance to foreign nations 
under the foreign aid program to help 
those people over there have books 
available. Here is an opportunity to do 
something for our people at home and 
to do something for the rural people 
of this Nation, who, after all, are the 
bulwark of democracy in this country. 
Ours was a rural nation that was found- 
ed in the beginning; and we must see 
to it now that the rural people of this 
country are not neglected. 

Mr. Speaker, in the last few days 
there appeared in two of the great out- 
standing conservative newspapers of 
this country editorials commending this 
legislation. I shall not take tne time of 
the House, because we want to get on 
with this legislation, to read these splen- 
did editorials in detail. One of them 
appeared in the Washington Star on 
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yesterday under the title “The Library 
Services Bill,’ and I quote the first 
paragraph only: 

“There is really no good reason why 
any American should be cut off from 
public library service just because 
they happen to live outside of the 
cities. The public library has been 
called the university of the people 
and so it is a blessing of democracy 
and an aid to it.” 

In the New York Times, quoting an- 
other paragraph from that article: 

“This bill would grant a total of 
$7.5 million a year for 5 years to 
States matching the grants. The ob- 
jective is to bring books and other 
library services to rural families who 
have none at all and to improve li- 
brary service for an additional 53 
million Americans whose libraries are 
inadequate.” 

Mr. Speaker, the States have control 
over the distribution of these funds. 
And there are ampie safeguards in the 
bill against Federal domination, some- 
thing none of us want. There are many 
other things I would like to say on this 
bill but I shall content myself with this 


final statement. I have had an oppor- 
tunity in my rural State of Mississippi 
to see this program work. It works 
well. Here is a bill not to put the Fed- 
eral Government on a permanent basis 
into the library field but a bill to give 
an impulse, to accentuate the spreading 
of the library service. I might add that 
I think there were 27 bills introduced 
in this session of the Congress and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Education 
and Labor. Of course, the committee 
could not report out all of the bills, but 
no doubt out of deference to the gentle- 
woman from Oregon (Mrs. Green), her 
bill was reported by the committee. The 
bills, I understand, were all similar. I 
commend the gentlewoman, along with 
the others, for her sponsorship of the 
legislation. I should also like to compie- 
ment the distinguished chairman of the 
Committee on Education and Labor, 
Mr. Barden, a conservative and well 
balanced statesman who always has 
his feet on the ground and the interest 
of the Republic at heart. His endorse- 
ment of this legislation is a refutation 
of any charge of socialism or that it is 
an invasion of States rights... 
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THE GENTLEMEN FROM MISSISSIPPI 


Lura G. Currier, Director 
Mississippi Library Commission 


When the “gentleman from Mississippi” arises in the House of Representa- 
tives in Washington, the voters in Mississippi—no matter which their district— 
have reason to be proud. And more important, they have reason to be confident. 


Just prior to the vote on the Library Services Bill (is there any one who 
hasn’t heard that it passed!) the Director of the Mississippi Library Commission 
went to Washington to talk over the provisions of the Act with the Mississippi 
delegation and a few other officials. That trip would not be complete without 
a personal report to every friend of libraries in the state. The editorial board 
of MLN has generously offered space for this “person to person” communication. 


A lobbying excursion to Washington is an educational experience not to be 
soon forgotten, and one with many, many lessons attached. There were, of 
course, the usual things that any yokel encounters in the big city: getting lost 
in the tunnels, going in one entrance to a building and coming out a block later 
in completely unfamiliar surroundings, asking a guard for directions to the 
building upon whose steps one is standing, and giving an address to a taxi driver 
that turns out to be just across the street. But getting lost in the marble miles 
is all part of being in the nation’s capital. Who would want to miss that! 


Once I heard Julia Bennett, ALA’s Washington representative, say: “The 
first requirement for a lobbyist is a good pair of feet.” I’ll buy that! Since one 
has to pack so frugally for air travel I was glad I decided to leave my pride at 
home and take my corrective shoes. 


And speaking of Julia Bennett, her work with the Congress on library matters 
is fit subject for a book whose title might well be Appreciatively Yours. MLA 
members will have an opportunity to see what we mean and to thank Miss Bennett 
in person since she’s to be our honored guest at the annual conference in October. 
In addition to her invaluable help in getting us around Washington, there is the 
more important consideration of the climate of library opinion that she has 
created. Cultivating is easier when just the right person has tilled the soil before 
you! And it is even easier when they have done such a superb job of making 
libraries look and sound like something important (which, by the way, we think 
they are. That comment is for the record). 


But let’s hear about the “gentlemen from Mississippi.” 
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Lots of things could be said about Congressmen; in fact, we daresay that 
almost everything has been said about them—one time or another. There are some 
observations we would like to add about Mississippi's. 


In the first place, they are cordial. Genuinely so. When they had “Come In” 
lettered on their office doors, they must have meant it. Nothing in Washington 
is More conspicuous than the great contrast between the bleak coldness of the 
corridors in the House Office Building with their endless doors and the warm 
cordiality inside those doors. No one intends, of course, to rank a Congressman’s 
secretarial staff ahead of him, but we do want to say that the Mississippi Con- 
gressman’s good impressions are made, in every case, before one sees him. We’ve 
never met nicer people. “But,” some cynic will say, “they are supposed to be 
nice.” Don’t you think this reporter has seen enough receptionists, secretaries, 
staff workers, etc., to know the real thing from the professional phony? It was 
like Old Home Week in every office. (Maybe they were just a wee bit homesick 
and enjoyed hearing our chatter about weather and flowers back home, and, of 
course, libraries and bookmobiles. At any rate, they all seemed to. And once 
again we felt genuinely apologetic for not having enough cousins strategically 
placed in every county, but the Congressmen’s staffs were understanding and 
so long as we knew their cousins they did a wonderful job of making us feel 
welcome.) It is one thing for a secretary to assure you that the “boss” will want 
to see you and will be sorry he wasn’t in; but it is something else again for her 
to call all over Washington to find you in order that he may see you when he 
does come in. The bigness of the job there has destroyed nothing of the personal, 
human touch. Every Mississippian can feel assured that his interests are para- 
mount in those offices, that his mail is being read and considered, and that what 
he thinks is important to the Congressman himself and to the members of his staff. 


In the second place, the Congressmen and Senators are busy! They work hard 
and they stay at it long hours. Evidently their offices are off-limits to the 
legendary bureaucrats who fall over each other getting out when the 4 o’clock 
whistle blows. We librarians are sympathetic with a schedule that doesn’t shake 
down to the hard work of the day until the hubbub has subsided. There were 
a lot of indications that midnight oil is a commodity much in demand there, too. 
I envied them their ability to appear interested, gracious, and unhurried as they 
sat there faced with mountains of undone work. They didn’t fool me at all. Well 
did I know that every minute they spent with me would have to be made up at the 
end of the day, or on some other day. 


These Representatives and Senators of ours study. We found them attacking 
the great problems that face the nation through the painstacking route of analysis 
and fact-finding. And we were glad to see that they were not scattering their 
shot in so many directions as to render it ineffective. On the contrary they seem 
to be working as a team with each one of them concentrating on details of his 
committee work and passing along to the others the results of his intensive atten- 
tion to particular legislation. 


They are respected. That matters considerably in Washington and affects 
a great deal the role of Mississippi in the nation’s affairs. This particular Mis- 
sissippian was very proud, in conversation with other Congressmen and Senators, 
to have them frequently say: “Congressman So-and-So from Mississippi is a 
very able man; we depend on him a great deal for information and leadership in 
this matter, or that.” 


And—we have saved the best to last—they are interested in libraries! It was 
heartening indeed to find this interest more than passing. It seemed based on a 
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genuine concern for the educational standards of our people and an honest belief 
in the value of books, reading and other facets of library service. 


“But,” you will likely say to me, “wouldn’t any Congressman who favored 
the Library Services Bill be a good one as far as you are concerned?” 


Indeed not! There are a great many types of interest manifest by a variety 
of men in politics. The keen questions that the Mississippi delegation asked about 
this particular piece of legislation were more encouraging than their unqualified 
support would have been. Anybody can be “just for” something as innocuous as 
libraries; but few people can ask the penetrating questions that these men did 
about them. Lest we librarians think that we are not being watched, we should 
know the nature of their queries. Believe me, the Director of the Library Com- 
mission pricked up her ears to questions like these: “What are your costs per 
circulation? What is the library situation in County X in my district? What are 
people reading? Why isn’t there a bookmobile in County Y? What exactly will 
this legislation mean to the people in county Z? How will you be able to get 
librarians in this county as capable as we know the one is in that county?” Think 
not for a moment that they were unaware of some of the library facts of life. 
The next mailing that goes out to “All Friends of Libraries” will certainly have 
8 new names added. Our delegation in Washington is indeed concerned with 
Mississippi's library program. 


The Editor of MLN was looking for an appropriate title for the reprint of the 
remarks made on the floor of the House by Congressman Colmer and Congressman 
Smith. When she decided on “Something to Live Up To” we think she hit it 
exactly. Their comments about Mississippi’s libraries are indeed something to 
live up to. 


It is extremely significant that each member of the Mississippi delegation 
supports federal aid to public libraries “with reservations.” We are able to assure 
them in all honesty that we have asked for their support with the same reser- 
vations. We, like them, do not think that this is the ultimate answer or the best 
means of providing good library service and we have no intention of leaning on it. 
Whatever is forthcoming from this legislation will be taken like medicine. In 
small doses, under a competent doctor’s care, it can be a great cure; taken 
irresponsibly, it can be fatal. 


“The gentlemen from Mississippi” have yielded to the need created by the 
deplorable truth that more than 60% of our total population have no books to read. 
They have individually had a large share in giving us help to bring good library 
service to all our people. The rest is up to us. The results that we achieve will 
be the only thanks that will be meaningful to them. 
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BOOKS FOR THE BEDSIDE 


Mississippi Public Libraries Serve Hospitals 


Three public libraries in Mississippi 
(Tombigbee Region, Lincoln County, 
and Gulfport Carnegie-Harrison Coun- 
ty) have already begun to give library 
service to hospital patients, and other 
of the larger libraries are hopeful of 
such a program in the future. 


The West Point Carnegie Library, the 
headquarters unit of the Tombigbee 
Regional Library, is beginning its third 
year of operation of a branch in the 
new Ivy Memorial Hospital in West 
Point. 


There was a beginning of this service 
in 1950 in the old hospital, but because 
of crowded conditions it had been dis- 
continued. However, the hospital li- 
brary committee, composed of repre- 
sentatives from all the women’s societies 
of the various churches, did not lose 
interest. By the time the new hospital 
opened, money had been raised and a 
Gaylord hospital cart had been bought. 


Books are furnished by the West Point 
library. A member of the staff visits 
the hospital twice a week to check on 
the books, take new ones, and keep the 
cart in order. There is an overall chair- 
man for the church women, who works 
directly with the library staff. Each 
church serves for a month at a time, a 
committee of two or three women tak- 
ing the cart in to the patients who may 
have visitors. A supply of new maga- 
zines is the responsibility of the church 
women. Magazines are given away, but 
each book is signed for as in any other 
library. 
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The service is much appreciated by 
the hospital personnel, as well as by the 
patients. A high loss of books is the 
only serious problem, and we believe 
that the situation will eventually im- 
prove. The library tries to fill promptly 
any requests which the church women 
receive for books not on the cart. 


“Books are, of course, carefully select- 
ed, and a well-rounded collection is 
kept on the cart at all times. Both the 
library staff and the church women feel 
that this cooperative program is well 
worth the effort in service and in public 
relations.” This from Lucile Miller. 


Lincoln County Library began its 
service to the local hospital in Brook- 
haven in September, 1955. It is a coop- 
erative program between the library 
and the Junior Auxiliary. 


In 1955, the Junior Auxiliary, after 
consulting with the library and with 
the hospital authorities, purchased a 
book truck. The library furnishes the 
books, and a special effort is made to 
fill the needs of patients of all types 
and of all ages. 


Each member of the Auxiliary was 
given instructions at the very beginning 
in the correct way to check out books, 
slip them, and count circulation. 


Each Tuesday and Friday morning, 
two members of the Auxiliary visit 
each patient with a book truck loaded 
with books and current magazines. 
Nurses return books to a room desig- 
nated for the purpose. 
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West Point Library Visits Ivy Memorial Hospital 


Since the beginning of the service, 
hospital patients in this small hospital 
have checked out nearly 250 books. 
The service has been received with en- 
thusiasm and appreciation. 

Hospital service started two years ago 
in Gulfport, when the Gulfport Carne- 
gie-Harrison County Library left a col- 
lection of 100 books at the hospital. 

The Hospital Auxiliary, a very active 
group which mans the information desk, 
the snack bar, a comfort cart (kleenex, 
stationery, etc. for sale), and the book 
cart is responsible for the books. After 
trying a very heavy, awkward specially 
built book truck, they settled for a light 
weight aluminum hospital cart which 
is small enough to be locked in a closet 
when workers are not on duty. 

Volunteer workers take the cart 
around to specified wards three days 
a week. A detailed sheet of instructions 
on where to go, how to check out books, 
where to put the cards, etc. is given to 
each volunteer worker. 
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A return box for books on each floor 
makes it easy for patients to return 
books if they check out of the hospital 
before the book cart comes around 
again. Losses have not been too great. 


From time to time, someone from the 
library staff goes to the hospital to 
check on circulation, see if books are 
accounted for, and look after special 
requests. Occasionally the volunteer 
workers are so interested that they 
make special trips to the library to fill 
special requests. 


Most popular reading includes very 
light romances, mysteries, westerns, 
religious books, and a wide variety of 
children’s books. 


Librarian Maria Person was gratified 
when at a recent ceremony celebrating 
National Hospital Week, the library 
was asked to have a _ representative 
present to be recognized as one of the 
organizations contributing to the success 
of the hospital. 
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Changes at ALA Headquarters 


Helen T. Geer, Headquarters Librar- 
ian for the last eight years, has resigned 
effective July 1. In order to utilize Miss 
Geer’s knowledge of the collection and 
the very special uses to which it is put, 
library service was suspended on April 
15 until September 1. This time will 
give Miss Geer an opportunity to devote 
herself entirely to reorganization, said 
Mrs. Grace T. Stevenson, ALA Associate 
Executive Secretary, when she an- 
nounced the temporary suspension of 
library services. 

The resignation of Arthur T. Hamlin, 
Executive Secretary of the Association 
of College and Reference Libraries, a 
division of the American Library Asso- 
ciation, is announced, effective August 
31, 1956, by Robert W. Vosper, Presi- 
dent of the ACRL. Mr. Hamlin has 
accepted the position of librarian at the 
University of Cincinnati and begins his 
new duties September 1. He has served 
as ACRL Executive Secretary since 
November, 1949. 

Mildred W. Sandoe, President of the 
ALA Public Libraries Division, has an- 
nounced that Miss S. Janice Kee, who 
has served as Executive Secretary of 
PLD for more than four years, is resign- 
ing as of August 31, 1956. Miss Kee has 
accepted the position of Secretary of 
the Wisconsin Free Library Commis- 
sion, Madison, Wisconsin, to start 
September 1. 

A program to assist development of 
library public relations, increase mem- 
bership in the American Library Asso- 
ciation, and promote understanding of 
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librarianship as a career is announced 
by David H. Clift, ALA Executive 
Secretary, as a result of the ALA Execu- 
tive Board action taken at the recent 
ALA Midwinter Meeting in Chicago. 
Len Arnold, who has served during the 
last five years as ALA Public Relations 
Consultant on a part-time basis, has 
been retained full-time as ALA Public 
Relations Director. 





NEW—for your library! 


@ Plastic Display Letters 
durable — 3 dimensional 
6 colors 


@ Magazine Reinforcing Tape 
4 colors for matching and 
protecting magazine covers 


@ Wire Book Holder 
clever device for holding 
books open for easy reading 


Please write for complete information. 


Gaylord G00. Jue. 


LIBRARY SUPPLIES 


SYRACUSE + NEW YORK 













New ALA Publications 

Two new books, published by ALA 
in April, may be of interest to some of 
MLN’s readers: 

Two of the nation’s outstanding ex- 
perts in classification and cataloging 
have collaborated in producing a man- 
ual which fills a gap in American 
library literature—The Classified Cata- 
log; Basic Principles and Practices. The 
authors are Jesse H. Shera, Dean of the 
School of Library Science of Western 
Reserve University; and Margaret E. 
Egan, Research Associate and Associate 
Professor, Center for Documentation 
and Communication Research at the 
same school. This book constitutes the 
first American endeavor to deal with 
the whole problem of the classified form 
of the subject catalog in a single text. 


Co-operative Film Services in Public 
Libraries is an up-to-date analysis of 
the organization, administration, and 
operation of existing co-operative film 
services. The authors are Mrs. Patricia 
Blair Cory, formerly Film Advisor of 
the ALA; and Violet F. Myer, who 
served as Assistant to the Director of 
the ALA Office for Adult Education 
and is presently Head, Films Depart- 
ment, Pratt Free Library, Baltimore, 
Md. Here is the complete story of one 
of the newest endeavors of libraries to 
accomplish jointly a service which 
would be virtually impossible for indi- 
vidual libraries to provide. Full infor- 
mation on what film co-operatives are 
doing, together with sample budgets, 
contracts, etc. are included. 





1111 South Peters St. 





THE NEW ORLEANS NEWS COMPANY 


Division of 


The American News Company, Inc. 


We Serve Southern Mississippi, Including Jackson, 
Meridian and Vicksburg 


Wholesale Distributors of Books for 90 Years 


Prompt and Individual Book Service to Libraries 


Subscriptions to all Magazines and Periodicals handled 
with expedition. 


New Orleans, La. 
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Libraries and Voting 

Plans for assisting librarians to par- 
ticipate in the nationwide effort to 
increase voting in the November elec- 
tions are being shaped up by the Ameri- 
can Library Association, one of more 
than 100 national groups participating 
in the 1956 non-partisan “Register, 
Inform Yourself, and Vote” program. 
The American Heritage Foundation is 
coordinating the campaign efforts. 

Emphasis is being placed on the “in- 
form yourself” phase of the campaign, 
which is the area in which librarians 
find their best opportunities. 

A special poster has been designed 
for libraries and the Foundation is seek- 
ing means to make it available to all 
librarians wishing to join the campaign. 
‘Use Your Library” is the action line 
on the poster which urges: “Vote—but 
don’t vote in the dark; Listen, Read, 
Look, Talk, Argue, Think!” 


Librarians are encouraged to use the 
resources of their own libraries for the 
essential information job. Pamphlet 
materials are also available on inquiry 
to the American Heritage Foundation, 
11 West 42nd Street, New York 36, New 
York. 





The new Coney Island Branch of the 
Brooklyn Public Library may perhaps 
be the first library ever built on stilts 
over part of the Atlantic Ocean. Water 
is present on the site at Mermaid Aven- 
ue and West 19th Street to an extent 
that caused the Public Works Dept. and 
its architect to plan a building on pilings 
with two floors but no basement area. 





Orders. 


740 ST. CHARLES AVE. 





THE JENKINS BOOK COMPANY 


* 
@ Specialists In Handling Library Orders and School 


@ Write Us for Information on Childrens Books in 
Library Binding as Issued by the Original Publisher 
making Prebinding Unnecessary. 


* 
THE JENKINS BOOK COMPANY 


WHOLESALE BOOKSELLERS 


NEW ORLEANS, 12, LA. 
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MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY ASSOCIATION MEMBERS NOT REPORTED 
IN THE MARCH ISSUE 


Aderholdt, Mr. Tom, Trustee, Clarksdale Public Library, Clarksdale 

Argus, Mrs. W. L., Trustee, City-County Memorial Library, Bay St. Louis 

Barton, Mrs. Kate Turner, Asst. Professor Library Science, MSCW, Columbus 

Baxter, Miss Kate, Division Manager, Field Enterprises, Jackson 

Baxter, Mrs. Ruth W., Asst. Librarian, Veterans Administration Center, Jackson 

Blackburn, Mrs. J. H., Branch Librarian, Capital Area Regional Library, Raymond 

Bouldin, Mr. Marshall, Jr., Trustee, Clarksdale Public Library, Clarksdale 

Brent, Mrs. J. C., Trustee, Gulfport Carnegie-Harrison County Library, Gulfport 

Burrow, Mrs. H. E., Trustee, Gulfport Carnegie-Harrison County Library, Gulfport 

Cassity, Mr. Turner, Associate Librarian, Jackson Municipal Library, Jackson 

Chism, Miss Callie D., Teacher-Librarian, Hollandale High School, Hollandale 

Collins, Miss Q’Milla, Librarian, Canton High School, Canton 

Corban, Mrs. Ada Foot, Circulation Librarian, Jackson Municipal Library, Jackson 

Croswell, Mrs. Marie, Branch Librarian, Neshoba County, Philadelphia 

Davis, Mrs. Elsie Ruth, Asst. Librarian, Copiah County Library, Hazlehurst 

Donald, Mrs. Paul, Librarian, Moorhead Consolidated School, Moorhead 

Dorsett, Mrs. Mabel N., Librarian, Charleston High School, Charleston 

Eakin, Mrs. Annie L., Trustee, Holmes County Library, Durant 

Eubanks, Mrs. Vera C., Librarian, Biloxi High School, Biloxi 

Farr, Mrs. Eugene, Asst. Librarian, Mississippi College, Clinton 

Fisher, Mr. Leslie, Trustee, Clarksdale Public Library, Clarksdale 

Frazier, Mr. J. P., Trustee, Jackson County-Pascagoula City Library, Pascagoula 

Friedman, Mrs. Max, Trustee, Clarksdale Public Library, Clarksdale 

Gibson, Mrs. Mary M., Librarian, University High School, University 

Gillespie, Mr. David Lee, Bookmobile Librarian, Gulfport Carnegie-Harrison 
County Library, Gulfport 

Gilliland, Mrs. F. E., Trustee, Clarksdale Public Library, Clarksdale 

Gilly, Mrs. Dora P., Trustee, Biloxi Public Library, Biloxi 

Hardy, Mrs. J. Allison, Trustee, Columbus and Lowndes County Library, Columbus 

Higgenbotham, Mrs. P. J., Trustee, Jackson County-Pascagoula City Library, 
Pascagoula 

Holcomb, Mr. Pat D., Trustee, Clarksdale Public Library, Clarksdale 

Howard, Mrs. Martha S., Chief Librarian, Veterans Administration Center, Jackson 

Kell, Mrs. Lola Lewis, Librarian, Jackson County-Pascagoula City Library, Pasca- 
goula 

Kennedy, Mrs. Heber, Trustee, Capital Area Regional Library, Raymond 

Ladner, Mr. R. L., Trustee, Gulfport Carnegie-Harrison County Library, Gulfport 

Landrum, Mrs. Claudia S., Librarian, Mississippi College, Clinton 

MeNair, Mrs. J. C., Trustee, Gulfport Carnegie-Harrison County Library, Gulfport 

Martin, Mrs. H. E., Trustee, Gulfport Carnegie-Harrison County Library, Gulfport 

Maynard, Mr. George F., Trustee, Clarksdale Public Library, Clarksdale 

Miller, Mrs. Frances D., Reference Librarian, Gulfport Carnegie- Harrison County 
Library, Gulfport 

Miller, Miss Lucile, Director, Tombigbee Regional Library, West Point 

Miller, Mrs. Mary Ella, Asst. Librarian, Copiah County Library, Hazlehurst 

Mitchell, Mrs. Mims, Trustee, Mims Williams Memorial Library, Magee 

Murphree, Mrs. Carl E., Trustee, Clarksdale Public Library, Clarksdale 

Neill, Mrs. Gilbreath, Branch Librarian, Brandon 
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Palmer, Mr. Owen T., Jr., Trustee, Gulfport Carnegie-Harrison County Library, 
Gulfport 


Payne, Mr. James H., Trustee, Clarksdale Public Library, Clarksdale 


Person, Miss Maria F., Librarian, Gulfport Carnegie-Harrison County Library, 
Gulfport 


Piazza, Mrs. Louise, Trustee, Vicksburg Public Library, Vicksburg 

Pruitt, Mrs. Olga Reed, Trustee, Marshall County Library, Holly Springs 
Quin, Mrs. B. H., Trustee, Vicksburg Public Library, Vicksburg 

Ray, Mrs. Aleene, Teacher-Librarian, Hickory Flat High School, Hickory Flat 
Richardson, Mrs. Augusta B., Director, Northeast Regional Library, Corinth 


Roberts, Miss Anna M., Librarian and Professor Library Science, Mississippi 
Southern College, Hattiesburg 


Russell, Mrs. Alcorn, Trustee, Clarksdale Public Library, Clarksdale 
Shearer, Mrs. Willie H., Secretary, Capital Area Regional Library, Raymond 
Smith, Mrs. Warren, Librarian, Yazoo City High School, Yazoo City 

Stobie, Mrs. W. R., Trustee, Guifport Carnegie-Harrison County Library 
Teller, Mr. Landman, Trustee, Vicksburg Public Library, Vicksburg 


Thatcher, Mr. George R., Trustee, Gulfport Carnegie-Harrison County Library, 
Gulfport 


Thomas, Mrs. Merry R., Librarian, Magnolia High School, Magnolia 

Thompson, Mrs. H. L., Librarian, Louisville High School, Louisville 

Trippe, Mrs. Mary K., Bookkeeper, Gulfport Carnegie-Harrison County Library, 
Gulfport 

Turner, Miss Maud, Librarian, Mims Williams Memorial Library, Magee 

Vanzant, Mrs. Mary C., Librarian, Marshall County Library, Holly Springs 


Walker, Mrs. John F., Trustee, Jackson County-Pascagoula City Library, Pasca- 
goula 


Walters, Mrs. Verdie Rhee, Librarian, Greenwood Springs High School, Greenwood 
Springs 

Ware, Mr. Phil, Trustee, Jackson County-Pascagoula City Library, Pascagoula 

Williams, Miss E. Clyde, Librarian, Clinton High School, Clinton 


INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS 
(This is total number) 


Aberdeen High School, Aberdeen 

All Saints’ Episcopal Junior College, Vicksburg 
Beaumont High School, Beaumont 

Bro-Dart Industries, Mr. Philip D. O’Neal, Salesmanager, Newark, New Jersey 
Brookhaven High School, Brookhaven 

Canton High School, Canton 

Capital Area Regional Library, Raymond 
Carnegie Public Library, Clarksdale 

Carr Central High School Library, Vicksburg 
Carson High School, Carson 

City-County Memorial Library, Bay St. Louis 
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Crowder High School Library, Crowder 

Evans Memorial Library, Aberdeen 

First Regional Library, Hernando 

Gaylord Bros., Inc., Syracuse, New York 

Gerstenslager Company, Mr. Earl H. Gray, Sales Engineer, Wooster, Ohio 
Good Hope High School, Lake 

Greenwood-Leflore Public Library, Greenwood 

Gulfport Carnegie-Harrison County Library, Gulfport 

Hattiesburg Public Library, Hattiesburg 

Houston Junior High School, Marietta 

Jackson Muncipa! Library, Jackson 

The Macmillan Co., Mr. Harold Torbert, Salesman, Atlanta, Georgia 
Marietta High School, Marietta 

Meridian Junior High School, Meridian 

Meridian Municipal Junior College, Meridian 

Meridian Public Library, Meridian 

Millsaps-Wilson Library, Millsaps College, Jackson 

Mississippi College, Clinton 

Moss Point High School, Moss Point 


New Method Book Bindery, Inc., Mr. R. G. Evans, Representative, Jacksonville, 
Illinois 


Newton Public Library, Newton 
Our Lady of Victories Elementary School, Pascagoula 
Picayune Public Library, Picayune 


Pontotoc County Library, Pontotoc 
Pontotoc High School Library, Pontotoc 
Porterville Consolidated High School, Porterville 


Remington Rand, Inc., Mr. Everett A. Paulson, Library Equipment Representative, 
New Orleans 


Roberts Memorial Library, Delta State College, Cleveland 

Sacred Heart Academy, Biloxi 

Saint Stanislaus College, Bay St. Louis 

Sherman High School, Sherman 

Southern Desk Company, Factory Representative, Mr. John J. Regan, Jackson 


Southern Library Bindery Co., Mr. Ernest M. Allen, President, Nashville, Ten- 
nessee 


Tallahatchie County Library, Charleston 

Tombigbee Regional Library, West Point 

Union County Library, New Albany 

Utica High School, Utica 

Wade High School, Pascagoula 

William Alexander Percy Memorial Library, Greenville 
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Display by the Mississippi Library Commission 


LIBRARY COMMISSION PLAYS IT SAFE 


One of the “off beat” activities of the Library Commission in its cooperation 
with industry has been its participation in the safety conferences held over the 
State by the Mississippi Manufacturers Association. 


Field Representative Robert Wood has attended these meetings. The picture 
of the Commission’s display shown above is only one of the ways in which interest 
in these conferences has been shown. 
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ATTENTION MISSISSIPPI LIBRARIANS--- 


Have your binding carefully done by skilled binders, 


in modern plant, by modern methods and using only 


the best grades of materials. 


TUSCALOOSA LIBRARY BINDERY | 
“Library Binding a Specialty” / i ¢ 


910 - 25TH AVENUE P. O. BOX 214 


TUSCALOOSA, ALABAMA 





“BOUND TO PLEASE” 











